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Payne S26 SOCI 160 – Sociology of Culture Syllabus

University of California San Diego                                                     Dr. Christine Payne (she/her)
Department of Sociology                                                                                   capayne@ucsd.edu
Spring 2026                           		                          				
MWF 4:00-4:50 pm Mosaic 0204				       

Mondays & Wednesdays: In-Person

Fridays: Asynchronous Online*
*Exception – In-Person Friday June 5th (Last Day of Regular Classes)

Office Hours: Online Thursdays 10:30 am-12:30 pm 
https://ucsd.zoom.us/j/94130749255
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SOCI 160 – Sociology of Culture
 
How do cultural objects, ideas, practices, and values come into being, gain meaning and significance, get reproduced, and undergo transformations? How do cultural ideas and practices both reflect and reinforce the social structures of which they form a part? Who produces culture and who consumes it? Is there a difference between ‘mass’ and ‘high’ culture? Is culture serious or playful? Is there room for resistance against oppressive forms of culture? Do forms of culture themselves work to subvert what is taken for granted? What is the relationship between forms of culture and the intersecting social locations of class, race, gender, and sexuality? What methods and means of investigation are best suited to analyzing questions concerning culture?

These are key questions that our Sociology of Culture course will consider. In exploring these questions, this course has as its key theme the question of culture in relation to ideology, power, and desire. We will consider the significance of how different forms and sources of power – political, epistemological, physical, and psychological – inform culture, and we will reflect on whether and to what extent the role of desire is bound up with expressions of ideology and culture. Our overall objective is to explore analyses and critiques of culture from a number of theoretical perspectives in order to approach our cultural worlds from a more critical, curious, and creative fashion.
Student Learning Objectives

Upon satisfactory completion of this course, students will be able to:

· Develop and deploy a range of classical and contemporary theoretical perspectives and concepts as they relate to the sociological study of culture; 

· Critically reflect upon the interdependent relationships of cultural ideas, practices, and values;

· Examine the role of race & ethnicity, sex/gender, sexuality, and class in relation to specific socio-cultural and historical contexts;

· Identify and explain the significance of ideology, power, and desire vis-à-vis particular cultural relations;

· Communicate interesting aspects of, or illuminating relations between, theoretical concepts and empirical applications; 

· Critique concepts and analyses, evaluating their capabilities and limitations;

· Compose short and long analytic and application essays with organized, well-supported arguments;

· Elaborate upon potential interventions that address issues of human freedom and happiness in relation to culture. 
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Allow 48 hours for a response to email messages Monday-Friday, excluding university holidays. If you know you have a question or will need to be in touch, please do so sooner than later. If you have questions that require in-depth answers, I may request that we meet during office hours or by appointment.

Required Course Materials – Available at UCSD Bookstore

· Blue Books (any size) – Three (3) 

· Horkheimer, Max and Adorno, Theodor. Dialectic of Enlightenment

· Freud, Sigmund. Civilization and its Discontents

· Klein, Naomi. Doppelganger: A Trip into the Mirror World 



UCSD Library & VPN Login Information 
 For Documentary Viewings
https://blink.ucsd.edu/technology/network/connections/off-campus/VPN/

Course Canvas Organization 

· Course Syllabus (Syllabus)
· Weekly Readings and Weekly Lecture Notes (Files)
· Friday Asynchronous Lectures (Media Gallery)
· Generics/Rubrics for Midterms & Final Exam (Assignments)
· Thursday Office Hours Zoom Link (Announcements)
· Grades (Grades)

Canvas will be used to communicate all course-wide announcements. 
Please check Canvas on a regular basis. 


Coursework & Grading

The final course grade for SOCI 160 is calculated out of 1000 points. 

1.) In-Class Reading Quizzes (15 points x 6 Quizzes = 90 points)
Two Lowest Scores Dropped at End of Term
Consist of 1-2 short questions on weekly readings.
Monday of Weeks 2-4; 6-8 


2.) In-Class Midterm 1 (300 points)
One Essay Covering Weeks 1-4
Monday April 27th  


3.) In-Class Midterm 2 (300 points)
One Essay Covering Weeks 5-8
Wednesday May 27th


4.) In-Class Final Exam (310 points)
Comprehensive. 
Six Key Concept Analyses
One Essay
Thursday June 11th 3-6 pm PST



Assignment Policies 

· No Unauthorized Make-Ups for In-Class Midterms. *

· No Retakes/Revisions of Graded Work. 

· No Make-Ups/Reschedules of Final Exam. No Early Final Exams.

· No Work Accepted Past Last Day of Regular Class – Friday June 5th. 

· Excepting Clerical Errors, No Grade Adjustments After Final Exam - Thursday June 11th. 


* Excepting Authorized Accommodations; Emergency.

*Authorized Make-Up Midterms Must be Completed Within 1 Week. 


Course Grading Scale

+100: A
100-93: A
92-90: A-
89-88: B+
87-83: B
82-80: B-
79-78: C+
77-73: C
72-70: C-
69-60: D
59 and below: F





Respect

At their best, college courses flourish when everyone involved takes seriously the responsibility to engage course material in a critical manner. Critical engagement is grounded in thoughtful reflection, and such thoughtful reflection may provide opportunities for respectful disagreement. Respectful disagreement often leads to illuminating discussions and further thoughtful engagement for us all. 

What I expect and require across all components of our course is a mature and mindful space that refrains from personal attacks and explicit or implied hostility. In the intellectual and ethical interests of us all, I do not tolerate disrespectful or hostile discussion. As we cultivate our learning spaces together, it promotes our intellectual endeavors to harbor these differences and similarities, agreements and disagreements, towards promoting the free exchange of ideas and a space where that is possible.



Academic Integrity
All academic work must be done by the individual to whom it is assigned, without unauthorized aid of any kind. 

Avoid even unintentional plagiarism. 
Cite all direct quotes, all paraphrases. 
Give full credit to the sources for your ideas and writing. 
Cite where your major concepts/ideas/arguments are coming from.

Use of AI to complete SOCI 160 coursework is a violation of academic integrity. 
Violations of academic integrity will result in a grade of ‘0’ for the assignment. 
Violations will also be referred to the college for administrative action. 

UCSD’s academic integrity information can be viewed here: https://students.ucsd.edu/academics/academic-integrity/index.html

If you have any questions regarding academic integrity, do not hesitate to reach out at any time. 

Course Content & Schedule Subject to Minor Variations as Needed
Full Course Bibliography Available at End of Syllabus


Week One 

The Knot of Interpellation: Hailing and ‘Good’ Subjects
· M - Introduction to Course

· W/F - Althusser - Ideology and Ideological State Apparatuses 



Week Two

‘High’ vs ‘Low: The Specter (and?) The Power of ‘Mass’ Culture
Reading Quiz #1 Monday April 6th (Horkheimer & Adorno)

· M/W - Horkheimer & Adorno - Dialectic of Enlightenment: “The Culture Industry” 

· F - Benjamin - The Work of Art in the Age of Mechanical Reproduction


Week Three

Popular Culture: Repression, Reform, Rebellion
Reading Quiz #2 Monday April 13th (Moore Ch. 1)

· M - Moore – Ch. 1: Anarchy in the USA

· W/F - Moore – Ch. 6: The Work of Rock in the Age of Digital Reproduction







Week Four
Cultural Superego: The Unconscious, Anxiety, Desire 
Reading Quiz #3 Monday April 20th (Freud Books 2, 3, 4)

· M - Freud - Civilization and its Discontents: Books 2, 3, 4

· W/F - Freud cont. - Books 5, 7, 8

Week Five
Midterm #1; Interlude: Affirmation and Ambiguity

Monday April 27th - In-Class Midterm #1

· W - Willis – Beginning to See the Light – Introduction; Introduction to 2nd edition

· F - Nietzsche - On the Genealogy of Morals: Book 1

Week Six

“Merely” Culture Wars?: Assumptions and Impositions of Theocratic Nationalism
Reading Quiz #4 Monday May 4th (Stewart Ch. 2, 4)

· M - Stewart – The Power Worshippers Ch. 2: Ministering to Power; Ch. 4: The Mind of a Warrior

· W - Stewart – cont. Ch. 6: The Uses and Abuses of History; Ch. 9: Proselytizers and Privatizers

· F – Stewart – cont. Ch. 11: Controlling Bodies: What ‘Religious Liberty’ Looks Like from the Stretcher”

View Documentary: Bad Faith: Christian Nationalism's Unholy War on Democracy


Week Seven
Amusing Ourselves to Death: Social Media Making & Mirroring

Reading Quiz #5 Monday May 11th (Donavan Ch. 2, 3)

· M - Donavan - Meme Wars Ch. 2: A Safe Space for Hate; Ch. 3: Gamers Rise Up 

· W/F - Donavan cont. Ch. 6: Unite the Right; Ch. 7: Joker Politics


Week Eight
Diagonalism: Unexpected Upending Alliances 
Reading Quiz #6 Monday May 18th (Klein Ch. 6, 7, 9)

· M - Klein - Doppelganger: A Trip into the Mirror World Ch. 6: Diagonal Lines; Ch. 7: MAGA’s Plus-One; Ch. 9: The Far-Right Meets the Far-Out 

· W - Klein cont. – Ch. 11: Calm, Conspiracy…Capitalism; Ch. 13: The Nazi in the Mirror; Ch. 14: The Unshakeable Ethnic Double

· F - Hay - Soap to Supremacy: The Rise of White Wellness


Week Nine
Midterm #2; An ‘Out’? There Is No Big Other

· Monday May 25th Memorial Day – No Class.


Wednesday May 27th - In-Class Midterm #2 

· F – View Documentary - The Pervert’s Guide to Ideology

Week Ten
‘Bad Subjects’: Desiring Subversion Towards Freedom
· M - Final Exam Walk-Through; Course Wrap Up 

· W – Graeber - Bullshit Jobs Ch. 3: Why Do Those in Bullshit Jobs Regularly Report Themselves Unhappy?

· F (In-Person) - Graeber cont. Ch. 4: What Is It Like to Have a Bullshit Job?; Ch. 5: Why Are Bullshit Jobs Proliferating? 


In-Class Final Exam: Thursday June 11th (3-6 pm PST)
















Sociology Department
Main Office SSB 401: https://sociology.ucsd.edu/

Advising
https://sociology.ucsd.edu/undergraduate/advising.html

ACCOMODATIONS AND CAMPUS RESOURCES

Every learning environment should be accessible to all. If you have a disability and require accommodations for this class, please contact:

OSD - OFFICE FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES: https://osd.ucsd.edu/

RELIGIOUS OBSERVANCES
Please let me know as soon as possible if, for any religious reasons, you will require an extension on a part of your overall assessments. 

UNIVERSITY ACTIVITES
Please let me know as soon as possible if, for any university activities, you will require an extension on a part of your overall assessments. 


COUNSELING AND PSYCHOLOGICAL SERVICES
The Counseling Center (CAPS) offers counseling for personal & career concerns, self-help information, and referrals for additional mental health services. https://caps.ucsd.edu/make-appointment/appointments.html

NATIONAL SUICIDE PREVENTION HOTLINE: 1-800-273-8255

UCSD ESCORT SERVICE
Call extension 4-WALK or (858) 534-9255 from sunset to 4 a.m. daily. After 1 a.m., police department staff may provide this service. You can arrange a repeating escort so a community service officer (CSO) will meet you at the same place and time, which makes it more convenient to get a late-night escort.

SEXUAL ASSAULT RESOURCE CENTER 
http://care.ucsd.edu/ or call: 858-534-5793


“THE HUB” - UCSD BASIC NEEDS CENTER
https://basicneeds.ucsd.edu/

STUDENT HEALTH & WELLBEING SERVICXES
https://studentwellbeing.ucsd.edu/

WELL BEING
https://students.ucsd.edu/well-being/index.html

GENDER NEUTRAL BATHROOMS
There are gender-neutral restrooms on campus.  A complete list with maps can be found at: https://maps.ucsd.edu/map/Default.htm?id=1005#!ce/37654?ct/0,18011?mc/32.876073117796686,-117.22527980804445?z/15?lvl/0


COMMUNITY RESOURCE CENTERS
https://grad.ucsd.edu/student-life/health-wellbeing/community-resource-centers/index.html


INTERNATINAL SERVICES & ENGAGMENT OFFICE
https://ispo.ucsd.edu/

TRITON TRANSFER HUB
https://transferstudents.ucsd.edu/


OASIS - OFFICE OF ACADEMIC SUPPORT & INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICES 
Especially helpful for first generation, non-traditional, and English as a Second Language Students, but of course open to all.
https://oasis.ucsd.edu/ (or call: 858-534-3760)
THE WRITING HUB
https://writinghub.ucsd.edu/

UCSD CAREER CENTER
858-534-3751 https://career.ucsd.edu/

SOCI 160 Documentaries
Bad Faith
The Pervert’s Guide to Ideology 



SOCI 160 Course Bibliography (By Week)
· Althusser, Louis. 2011 [1970] Lenin and Philosophy and Other Essays. Monthly Review Press.

· Horkheimer, Max and Adorno, Theodor. 2007 [1944] Dialectic of Enlightenment. Stanford University Press.

· Benjamin, Walter. 1969 [1936] Illuminations: Essays and Reflections. Schocken Books.

· Moore, Ryan. 2009. Sells Like Teen Spirit: Music, Youth Culture, and Social Crisis. NYU Press.

· Freud, Sigmund. 1989 [1930] Civilization and its Discontents. Trans. James Strachey. W.W. Norton & Company.

· Willis, Ellen. 1992 [1981] Beginning to See the Light: Sex, Hope, and Rock and-Roll. Wesleyan Press.

· Nietzsche, Friedrich. 1998 [1887] On the Genealogy of Morals. Trans. Clark & Swensen. Hackett Press. 

· Stewart, Katherine. 2020 The Power Worshippers: Inside the Dangerous Rise of Religious Nationalism. Bloomsbury Publishing. 

· Donavan, Joan, et al. 2022 Meme Wars: The Untold Story of the Online Battles Upending Democracy in America. Bloomsbury Press. 

· Klein, Naomi. 2023 Doppelganger: A Trip into the Mirror World. Farrar, Straus, and Giroux. 

· Hay, Mark. 2025 “Soap to Supremacy: The Rise of White Wellness” Al Jazeera

· Graber, David. 2018 Bullshit Jobs: A Theory. Simon & Schuster.
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