Research Reporting (SOCI 109M)
Winter 2026, M 12-2:50pm in SSB 101 (online for first 5 weeks)

Professor: Jon Ruiz (jjr026@ucsd.edu)
Office hours : W/F 9:30-10:30am via Zoom 

We will use the following link for lecture AND office hours: https://ucsd.zoom.us/j/4221901375 

Course Overview
Sociology is an overwhelming academic discipline. This means that sociologists spend most of their time conducting original research and sharing their findings with others. Most often, we think about publishing in peer-reviewed journals. But it is also common to see sociological research published in popular outlets like The Atlantic or The New York Times. In either case, the nuts-and-bolts of research reporting are the same. Writing that appears in popular outlets still tells readers why the research matters, how it was conducted, and what was found. The difference is just in degrees of formality. So, we will start with the basics and learn how to write a more formal report. Therefore, students will learn about the different components of a research report, from writing a literature review to drafting their findings. Given the nature of the course, you can expect to do a lot of writing this quarter. 
Assessment 
Attendance (15%): Each student will get two excused absences. Other than that, you need to show up to lecture.

Overview of Research Project (5%): A single-page description of the project you will be reporting on this quarter. Due Sunday, January 11th.

Literature Review (10%): A 2–3-page review of the literature you are engaging with/contributing to. Due Sunday, January 25th.
Methods Section (10%): A 2-3-page description of your methods and research design. Due Sunday. February 15th.
Results Section (15%): A 4–5-page discussion of your findings. Due Sunday, February 22nd.
Presentations (15%): 10–15-minute presentation of your research project
Final Paper (30%): Final reports will be 10-15 pages in length. Due Wednesday of Finals Week.


Readings 
Most texts are available on Canvas. However, you will need to access some materials on your own. So, I recommend setting up a VPN to access online readings off campus. See instructions here. Please let me know if you have trouble accessing the readings. 

Course policies 

Cheating and plagiarism: 
Students are expected to do their own work and to cite sources according to established norms as outlined in the UCSD Policy on Academic Integrity. The policy can be found here: h: http://senate.ucsd.edu/Operating-Procedures/Senate-Manual/Appendices/2. A FAQs page on what counts as cheating can be found here: http://academicintegrity.ucsd.edu/faq/index.html. 
Cheaters will receive a failing grade on the assignment or exam and/or the entire course. They may also be referred for additional disciplinary action elsewhere at UCSD. If you are unsure about what is considered either plagiarism or cheating, please ask. 

Missing/late exams and assignments: 
Failure to turn in your take-home exams on time without a valid excuse will result the deduction of one half-letter grade for every day (or part thereof) after the deadline. Excuses communicated after the deadline will only be accepted in exceptional circumstances. 

Contesting grades: 
You may contest any grades by sending the assignment or exam to me. However, please be aware that this may result in a lower grade than the one given by the course TA. 

Struggles with the class: 
If you are having trouble with any aspect of the class, including deadlines, it is always best to contact me as soon as possible. That way we can address the problem before you have fallen too far behind or lost too many points from your final grade. 

Disability accommodations:
Students requesting accommodations for this course due to a disability must provide a current Authorization for Accommodation (AFA) letter issued by the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD). Students are required to present their AFA letters to Faculty (please contact me privately) and to the OSD Liaisons in the Sociology Department in advance so that accommodations may be arranged.
Week 1 (1/5): Introduction, Anatomy of a Research Paper, and tips for Good Writing
No Reading
Week 2 (1/12): Literature Reviews 
Booth, W.C., Colomb, G.G., and Joseph M. Williams (2016) The Craft of Research, Third Edition. (Chapter 5)
Due: One-page-overview of research project
Week 3 (1/19 
No class – MLK, Jr. Day!
Week 4 (1/26): Writing a Methods Section 
Roy, W.G. (2013) A Guide to Writing Sociology Papers, 7th Edition. New York: Worth Publishers. (Chapters 7 & 9)
Due: Literature review
Week 5 (2/2): Making an Argument
Jones, J., Quinn, S. and Hana Brown (2011) Writing for Sociology. UC Berkeley Department of Sociology. (Chapter 5)
Week 6 (2/9): Writing up our Findings
Booth, W.C., Colomb, G.G., and Joseph M. Williams (2016) The Craft of Research, Third Edition. (Chapter 9)
Due: Methods section
Week 7 (2/16)
No class – Presidents Day!
Week 8 (2/23): Writing an Introduction and Conclusion
Jones, J., Quinn, S. and Hana Brown (2011) Writing for Sociology. UC Berkeley Department of Sociology. (Chapter 4)
Due: Results section 
Week 9 (3/2): Editing and Revising
Becker, H. (1986) Writing for Social Scientists: How to Start and Finish Your Thesis, Book, or Article. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press. (Chapter 4)
Due: Draft of report
Week 10 (3/9): Presentations



