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	SOCI 113: Sociology of the AIDS Epidemic	2025


--------------------------------------------COURSE GRADING----------------------------------------------

No electronics in the classroom, excepting a pad with a stylus or to adhere to university vetted accommodations 
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Students with Disabilities:
In adherence with “Appendix 3: Policy on Students with Disabilities and Steps for Academic Accommodation” if you require disability accommodations for this course you should be registered with the OSD and provide your accommodation letter to Professor Rogers and the Sociology Department Disability Coordinator as early in the quarter as possible. Accommodations cannot be granted retroactively.

http://senate.ucsd.edu/Operating-Procedures/Senate-Manual/Appendices/3 

UCSD Statement of Academic Integrity:

Please familiarize yourself with the definitions of cheating:
http://academicintegrity.ucsd.edu/excel-integrity/define-cheating/index.html 
http://senate.ucsd.edu/Operating-Procedures/Senate-Manual/Appendices/2 

Plagiarism is using the ideas or words of someone else (or something else) without acknowledgment. The minimum punishment for plagiarism on any written assignment in this course is a failing grade for the assignment.  No student shall employ aids (including artificial intelligence) in undertaking course work or in completing any assessments [i] that are not authorized by the instructor.  The use of generative AI programs to complete any stage of your written work is prohibited for this course. However, you may make use of AI to aid you in understanding course readings (without substituting reading the assigned works yourself).  You must be careful not to plagiarize from any AI by not copying or paraphrasing notes, summaries, “tutoring” style conversations, or other engagements with AI – you cannot represent this work as your own without violating academic integrity.  Do not be complicit in the devaluing of your university education – learning to write, and write well, is one of most important and marketable skills you gain at university. The use of AI systems such as “grammarly” (on the free setting) while you are writing  is acceptable.  All students should save multiple copies of their written work so that, if requested, they can provide documentation of the writing process.  

As noted in the FAQ page from AIO: “As a Triton, you're expected to know some of the basics of excelling with integrity. For example:
	• Cite your sources.
	• Complete in-class tests and take-home tests independently.
	• Complete your own homework assignments.

In general, the Academic Integrity Office recommends that before you engage in an action related to academic course work, assignments or exams, run your action through the following three tests:

• VALUES - is the action honest, responsible, respectful, fair and trustworthy?
• STANDARDS - does the action honor the integrity standards set by the University and/or by the course instructor?
• EXPOSURE - if my action was exposed to the course instructor or the AI Office, would I be okay with that or would they approve?

If the answer to ANY of the tests is a NO, then the action is likely a violation of academic integrity so avoid it!”

Electronics Policy
No electronics in the classroom. Cell phones are to be turned off/silenced – I suggest that you utilize the “do not disturb” feature of your phone that will still allow breakthrough calls for emergency contacts if you have caregiving duties – and stored away during class.  You may not have your phone out on your desk.   Studies indicate that the mere presence of a cell phone, even a silenced and face-down cell phone, will “occupy limited-capacity cognitive resources, thereby leaving fewer resources available for other tasks and undercutting cognitive performance” (Ward, A. F., Duke, K., Gneezy, A., & Bos, M. W. , 2017).  This effect is not limited to the owner of the cell phone.  Similarly, you are expected to take notes by hand or through the use of a tablet with a stylus. You may only use a personal laptop with documented accommodations through the university.  The negative effects of allowing laptops in the classroom are well documented as are the advantages of handwriting notes (Carter, S. P., Greenberg, K., & Walker, M. S., 2017; Glass, A. L., & Kang, M., 2019; Mueller, P. A., & Oppenheimer, D. M., 2014).

Incomplete, late or missing work/Difficulties with the course
All late assignment and quizzes will be penalized by a deduction of 10% of the total grade for each day that it is late, not to exceed 5 days past the assignment due date.  This late penalty is applied automatically by Canvas. 

Your lowest quiz grade will be dropped at the end of the quarter and not used when calculating your final course grade.

For your essay assignment the Canvas drop-box will close promptly at the due time and date.  It will then re-open 8AM the following morning for late submissions. Assignments will not be accepted as email submissions.  Be mindful of the cut-off time and plan accordingly: computer or Wi-Fi malfunction is not a sufficient reason to excuse the late penalty.  I strongly suggest you do not put off submission until the last moment.  

Excused late assignments are only possible with advanced arrangements OR documentation of extenuating circumstances or substantive illness that would prevent prior arrangement.  Missing assignments and quizzes will be assigned a grade of zero.  

The midterm and Final are given in-person and at the scheduled times.  They can only be made up with documentation of an emergency (an unforeseen circumstance outside the student’s control that would prevent a reasonable person from attending the midterm).  If you are ill leading up to the exam contact the professor to establish communication about the issue as soon as it arises. If you are ill on the day of the exam it is essential that you email Dr. Rogers (jerogers@ucsd.edu) prior to the exam.  Make up exams will be given in-person, under supervision at the Triton Testing Center or in Dr. Rogers’s office. The exam will cover similar material but will not be the same as the missed exam.  Dr. Rogers reserves the right to change the format of make-up exams, including the option to administer an oral examination. 

If you are experiencing strains that are getting in the way of the course, technical difficulties, or difficulties with course content I encourage you to reach out to me sooner, rather than later. In addition, if you are experiencing extraordinary life circumstances, I encourage you to reach out to CAPS, academic advising or the Dean of Students. 

Difficulty with Course Subject Matter
This course deals with issues related to the AIDS epidemic, this includes topics such as: Death, Dying, Drug Use, Illness, Human Sexuality and Relationships, Gender, Gender Expression, Drug Use, Sex Work, Racism, Bias, Bigotry, Prejudice, and Violence.  These topics are salient to the sociological understanding of the AIDS Epidemic.  It will not be possible for me to warn you each time such content is present in the assigned texts, lectures, or videos accompanying this course.  Please be aware of this content and any personal limitations or sensitivities you might have around these topics. In addition, we do read a number of historical texts that use language which was not offensive at the time of publication, but may be offensive by contemporary standards. 

It is understandable that course materials may bring up personal concerns and history for students.  While I do care about my students and their experience within the course, and I am available to listen to you, I am not a licensed counselor or medical professional, and I am not qualified to provide clinical support. If you find that you need support due to the subject matter of this course, or for your mental or Physical health at any time, I encourage you to reach out to Student Health Services or CAPS at UCSD.  Additionally, you may contact one of the additional community resources listed below. If the situation is a medical or life-threatening emergency you should dial 911.

Mental Health Services:
CAPS Central Office and Urgent Care: 858-534- 3755
CAPS After-Hours Crisis Counseling (24 hours): 858-534-3755
National Suicide Hotline: 988
Suicide Crisis Hotline: 800-273-8255 - Chat option available on their website: https://suicidepreventionlifeline.org
Access and Crisis Line: 888-724-7240
San Diego Warm Line (Non-emergency, but in need of support): 800-930-9276
NAMI San Diego Family and Peer Support Helpline: 619-543-1434, 800-523-5933
2-1-1 San Diego – helps you navigate access to mental health services in San Diego

AIDS Related Community Services:
Being Alive San Diego - A non-profit HIV/AIDS service provider, offering a variety of services. www.beingalive.org  
Christie’s Place - Support center for families living with HIV/AIDS. www.christiesplace.org
Family Health Centers of San Diego - Provides a variety of HIV/AIDS related services. www.fhcsd.org
HIV, STD & Hepatitis Branch (HSHB) of Public Health Services - Mission is to ensure the creation and delivery of quality HIV services for our diverse HIV infected, affected and at risk communities, encompassing; prevention, medical care, social and supportive services in San Diego County. www2.sdcounty.ca.gov/hhsa
Jewish Family Service - Jewish Family Service of San Diego provides individual and group services to support HIV+ men and women who are struggling with managing their health and recovery.  http://www.jfssd.org/site/PageServer
Further resources can be found at this link: https://www.townspeople.org/resources/hivaids-resources/

TITLE IX Mandated Reporter Policy
UCSD Faculty, Staff, and Students believe in creating a community free from interpersonal violence, including sexual assault, partner violence, and stalking, in which all members feel safe and respected. I believe each student deserves a safe environment to pursue an education and I understand the devastating impact forms of power-based personal violence (i.e. sexual assault, dating/domestic violence, and stalking) may have. I am dedicated to make our campus safe. Please know that all faculty and staff on campus are mandatory reporters. This means that if you disclose an experience of sexual misconduct to me, I must report the experience to UCSD’s Title IX Coordinator, office. If you would like to co-report your experience in a way that feels comfortable for you, we can discuss that process. Filing a sexual misconduct report does not mean you will have to get involved with an investigation or go to court. For more information on UCSD policy regarding nondiscrimination, sexual harassment, and sexual violence see:

https://www.ucsd.edu/catalog/front/shpp.html 

If you have experienced sexual violence and wish to reach out there is support available through UCSD via CARE at SARC (https://care.ucsd.edu/ ) or CAPS (https://wellness.ucsd.edu/CAPS/about/Pages/contact.aspx ). If you wish to
seek assistance outside of the University system you can also contact RAINN via 800.656.HOPE (4673) or online (RAINN.org) where they have online chat services available or dial 411.

Food Support for Students
If you are skipping and stretching meals, or having difficulties affording or accessing food, you may be eligible for CalFresh, California’s Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, that can provide up to $292 a month in free money on a debit card to buy food. Students can apply at “benefitscal.com/r/ucsandiegocalfresh” The Hub Basic Needs Center empowers all students by connecting them to resources for food, stable housing and financial literacy. Visit their site at basicneeds.ucsd.edu 



	SOCI 113 – Sociology of the AIDS Epidemic Reading Schedule*
 (*Subject to Modification)

	
	Tuesday
	Thursday

	Week 0
Sept 25
	No Class
	Lecture:  Introduction to Course and course policies

Reading Due: 
Course Syllabus


	Week 1 
 
Sept 30, Oct 2

	Lecture: Why a Sociological Approach to HIV?

Readings:

Mills, C. Wright. 2000. The Sociological Imagination. Edited by Todd Gitlin. Fortieth anniversary edition. United Kingdom: Oxford University Press.  Chapter 1 – The Promise

 
	Lecture: A Social History of HIV - Emergence

Readings due: 
Brandt, A. M. 1988. “AIDS in Historical Perspective: Four Lessons from the History of Sexually Transmitted Diseases.” American Journal of Public Health (1971) 78 (4): 367–71. https://doi.org/10.2105/AJPH.78.4.367.

Fee, E, and N Krieger. 1993. “Understanding AIDS: Historical Interpretations and the Limits of Biomedical Individualism.” American Journal of Public Health (1971) 83 (10): 1477–86. https://doi.org/10.2105/AJPH.83.10.1477.



	Week 2 
 
October 9, 11

	Lecture: Concepts of Risk

Readings Due:

Lupton, Deborah. 1993. “RISK AS MORAL DANGER: THE SOCIAL AND POLITICAL FUNCTIONS OF RISK DISCOURSE IN PUBLIC HEALTH.” International Journal of Health Services 23 (3): 425–35. https://doi.org/10.2190/16AY-E2GC-DFLD-51X2.





	Lecture: Public Health Responses to HIV

Readings Due: 

Adam, Barry D. "Epistemic fault lines in biomedical and social approaches to HIV prevention." Journal of the International AIDS Society 14, no. Suppl 2 (2011): S2.
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/17582652

Krieger, Nancy. 2001. “The Ostrich, the Albatross, and Public Health: An Ecosocial Perspective: Or Why an Explicit Focus on Health Consequences of Discrimination and Deprivation Is Vital for Good Science and Public Health Practice.” Public Health Reports (1974) 116 (5): 419–23. https://doi.org/10.1016/S0033-3549(04)50070-5.



	Week 3 – 

October 14, 16

	Lecture: “Safe Sex” Education and its Opposition

Readings Due:

Patton, Cindy. 2020. “Between Innocence and Safety.” In Fatal Advice, 35–62. New York, USA: Duke University Press. https://doi.org/10.1515/9780822396727-003.



	Lecture: Stigma

Readings Due:

Chapters 1 & 2 from - Goffman, Erving. 1986. Stigma: Notes on the Management of Spoiled Identity. any edition.



Assignment 1: Comparative Historical Essay, Due end of the day today (11:59PM, October 16th)

	Week 4 – 

October 21, 23


	Lecture: Stigma 

Readings Due:
.
Chapters 4 & 5 from - Goffman, Erving. 1986. Stigma : Notes on the Management of Spoiled Identity. First Touchstone edition. New York: Simon & Schuster, Inc.

	Lecture: Activism

Readings Due:

Lewis, Jacqueline, and Michael R Fraser. 1996. “Patches of Grief and Rage: Visitor Responses to the NAMES Project AIDS Memorial Quilt.” Qualitative Sociology 19 (4): 433–51. https://doi.org/10.1007/BF02393368.


	Week 5 – 

October 28, 30 
	Lecture: Watch How to Survive A Plague


Readings Due:

Epstein, Steven. 1995. “The Construction of Lay Expertise: AIDS Activism and the Forging of Credibility in the Reform of Clinical Trials.” Science, Technology, & Human Values 20 (4): 408–37. https://doi.org/10.1177/016224399502000402.




	Lecture:   End How to Survive A Plague; Review for Midterm

Readings Due:

Gould, Deborah B. 2012. “ACT UP, Racism, and the Question of How To Use History.” The Quarterly Journal of Speech 98 (1): 54–62. https://doi.org/10.1080/00335630.2011.638661.


	Week 6 – 

November 4, 6
	Midterm May 6th during class time

	Lecture: Introduction to Part 2 of the Course

Readings Due:

“Chapter 1: Rethinking AIDS…” from - Geary, Adam M. 2014. Antiblack Racism and the AIDS Epidemic : State Intimacies. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan. https://doi.org/10.1057/9781137438034.






	Week 7 – 

May 13, 15
	Lecture: The Poverty Thesis

Readings Due:

Can, Ali Rıza. "Is HIV/AIDS a disease of poverty?." Eurasian Journal of Anthropology 9, no. 2 (2018): 57-65.

Pellowski, Jennifer A, Seth C Kalichman, Karen A Matthews, and Nancy Adler. 2013. “A Pandemic of the Poor: Social Disadvantage and the U.S. HIV Epidemic.” The American Psychologist 68 (4): 197–209. https://doi.org/10.1037/a0032694.



	Lecture: Urban Environments and HIV

Readings Due: 

Singer, Merrill. "AIDS and the health crisis of the US urban poor; the perspective of critical medical anthropology." Social science & medicine 39, no. 7 (1994): 931-948.

MacLeod, Gordon, and Colin McFarlane. "Introduction: Grammars of urban injustice." Antipode 46, no. 4 (2014): 857-873.



	Week 8 – 

May 20, 22
	Lecture:   Introducing Spatial Analysis and embodiment

Readings Due:

“Chapter 2: AIDS, Place, and…” from - Geary, Adam M. 2014. Antiblack Racism and the AIDS Epidemic : State Intimacies. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan. https://doi.org/10.1057/9781137438034



	Lecture:  Race, Gender, and HIV

Readings Due:

Hammonds, Evelynn M. "Seeing AIDS: Race, gender, and representation." The gender politics of HIV/AIDS in women: Perspectives on the pandemic in the United States (1997): 113-126.

Gravlee, Clarence C. "How race becomes biology: embodiment of social inequality." American journal of physical anthropology 139, no. 1 (2009): 47-57.



	Week 9 – 

May 27, 29
	Lecture: Mass Incarceration and AIDS

Readings Due:

“Chapter 2” from - Geary, Adam M. 2014. Antiblack Racism and the AIDS Epidemic : State Intimacies. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan. https://doi.org/10.1057/9781137438034

	Lecture: Misinformation and HIV

Readings Due:

Carpenter, Candice. 2021. “Insidious Vectors of Disease: Legacies of Conspiracy, Misinformation, Distrust in the Propagation of Infectious Disease. An Examination of Ebola, HIV/AIDS, and COVID-19.” HPHR Journal, no. 31. https://doi.org/10.54111/0001/EE20

Pienaar, Kiran. 2014. “(Re)Reading the Political Conflict over HIV in South Africa (1999–2008): A New Materialist Analysis.” Social Theory & Health 12 (2): 179–96. https://doi.org/10.1057/sth.2014.1



	Week 10 – 

June 3, 5
	Lecture: Patents, Antiretrovirals, and Activism in South Africa

Readings Due:

Waning, Brenda, Ellen Diedrichsen, and Suerie Moon. 2010. “A Lifeline to Treatment: The Role of Indian Generic Manufacturers in Supplying Antiretroviral Medicines to Developing Countries.” Journal of the International AIDS Society 13 (1): 35–35. https://doi.org/10.1186/1758-2652-13-35.

Byanyima, Winnie, Linda-Gail Bekker, and Matthew M. Kavanagh. "Long-Acting HIV Medicines and the Pandemic Inequality Cycle—Rethinking Access." The New England Journal of Medicine 392, no. 1 (2025): 90-96.


	Lecture:  PEPFAR, USAID, and the Future of HIV Policy

Readings Due:

Ogden, Jessica, Geeta Rao Gupta, Ann Warner, and William F Fisher. 2011. “Revolutionising the AIDS Response.” Global Public Health 6 (sup3): S383–95. https://doi.org/10.1080/17441692.2011.621965.

Lo, Nathan C, and Michele Barry. 2017. “The Perils of Trumping Science in Global Health — The Mexico City Policy and Beyond.” The New England Journal of Medicine 376 (15): 1399–1401. https://doi.org/10.1056/NEJMp1701294.




	Final
	6/10 /2025  Take Home Exam/Paper  due by 6pm
	




Activism


How did activism in the United States shape the policy and scienitfic response to HIV?


How did activism in South Africa Impact international patent policies?


Biomedical Approaches and  Critique


What is the biomedical  model and approach to HIV/AIDS?


How is this model related to a "personal responsibility" model of public health?


Sociological Approaches and Theories of Stigma 


 What are the social determinants of health, materialist model of health, and Ecological model of health as they apply to HIV/AIDS?


What is Stigma? How does stigma arise around HIV/AIDS? How has stigma shaped HIV/AIDS related policy in the U.S. and abroad?


What are the dominant critiques of this model and approach to HIV?
How can we think structurally about HIV/AIDS risk?
How do activists shape narratives around HIV/AIDS and personal identity?
 15% Comparitive Historical News Assignment


35% Midterm


35% Final  


15% Quizzes, Discussion Questions and Attendance



Course Policies


Attendance 


Late Work


Regular in-person attendance at lectures is the best way for you to succeed in this course.  In-person attendance allows you to ask questions in real time and has been linked to better outcomes in the education literature.


 Late work is strongly discouraged. 


 A 10% per day penalty will be automatically applied to late work. 





Roll will be taken through Canvas the use of in-class canvas quizzes.  Attendance is 5% of your overall grade.


Accommodations


If you have ADA related accommdations I am happy to work with you. Per university policy you will need to have documentation through OSD - please get me your letter as early in the quarter as possible. 


 Late work in excess of 5  days will not be accepted.






Policies Continued


Student Illness and Emergencies
 If you are ill, please stay at home.  I suggest having a contact in class from whom you can get notes in the event of illness or emergency. 
Make-up exams will be given at the Triton Testing Center or In-person in my office.  The make-up exam will be different from the original exam. It may be a different format including the possibility of an oral exam. 


Academic Integrity


Instructor Illness or Campus Emergency


In the event of a campus, weather, or personal emergency/illness I will communicate with you using the announcement function on Canvas.


The best way to communicate with Dr. Rogers is via email - please allow unitl the end of the next business day for a response. (jerogers@ucsd.edu). Put "Soci 113" in the subject line of all emails.


Office hours are held in SSB 467, Thursdays 11AM - 1PM



Students are expected to act in accordance with university policies on academic integrity and student conduct.


Office Hours and Communication


Violations of acaemic integrity policy will be referred to the Academic Integrity office and assigned a "0" for the assignment. Do not use generative AI for written work. 


If possible, we will move class online utilizing Zoom. 



Professional Conduct



In-Class
 Arrive on time. If you are late, take your seat quietly.
Minimize cross-talk and distractions in the classroom
Wait to be acknowledged to speak, unless invited to do otherwise. 
Do not pack up early.


Email: Allow until the end of the next business day for a reply. Please use a courteous tone. Include "SOCI 113" in the subject line.


Interpersonal Conduct - Please treat your peers and your professor with courtesy, compassion and respect.  When debating in class critique concepts, not people. 


Grade Issues


Please wait 24 hours and read all feedback before reaching out about your grade


Grading issues are best addressed at office hours, Complaints should have an an acadmic basis.


I will not "bump" your final grade, it is an ethics violation. 









Instructor: Dr. Julia Rogers


jerogers@ucsd.edu


Office Hours: SSB 467 TBD


Class Location and Delivery Schedule


Required Texts


Geary, Adam. Antiblack racism and the AIDS epidemic: State intimacies. Springer, 2014. (electronic copies are OK).


 Goffman, Erving. Stigma: Notes on the management of spoiled identity. Simon and Schuster, 2009. (Any edition OK)


Tuesdays and Thursdays 12:30PM -1:50PM


RWAC 0121





TA: Chenoa Musillo, cmusillo@ucsd.edu




Grading	
Quizzes	Midterm	Final 	New Analysis	Attendance 	0.1	0.35	0.35	0.15	0.05	
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