Professor Martha Lampland						                  Fall Quarter, 2025
SSB 482										    Centr 217A
Office hours: Mondays 3-4 p.m.						        MWF 2-2:50 p.m.
      or by appointment
mlampland@ucsd.edu

SOCIOLOGY OF KNOWLEDGE
Sociology 166

	This course is designed to explore how what we know is influenced by social conditions: class background, racial and gender identity, or specific historical experiences (e.g. generational identity).  The readings have been selected to provide a broad overview of the field.  The goal of the course is to provide opportunities—in course discussion and weekly assignments—to think through how knowledge is socially produced.  Assignments are directly related to readings and lecture.  The final research project requires that each student, along with members of their research group, conduct their own investigation into the social conditions entailed in the production of knowledge.

Grades will be calculated according to the following formula:
		Class discussion 			40%
		Literature review 			20%
		Class presentation 			40% 
Class attendance is mandatory.  One may miss up to three classes, before grade is lowered. 

Academic Integrity
Students are expected to complete the course in compliance with the instructor’s standards. No student shall engage in any activity that involves attempting to receive a grade by means other than honest effort; for example:
· No student shall knowingly procure, provide, or accept any unauthorized material that contains questions of answers to any examination or assignment to be given at a subsequent time.
· No student shall complete, in part or in total, any examination or assignment to be completed, in part or in total, for himself or herself by another person.
· No student shall plagiarize or copy the work of another person and submit it as his or her own work.
Plagiarism refers to the use of another’s work without full acknowledgment, whether by suppressing the reference, neglecting to identify direct quotations, paraphrasing closely or at length without citing sources, spuriously identifying quotations or data, or cutting and pasting the work of multiple authors into a single undifferentiated whole.  
· No student shall employ aids excluded by the instructor in undertaking course work or in completing any exam assignment.
· No student shall alter graded class assignments or examinations and then resubmit them for re-grading.  
· No student shall submit substantially the same material in more than one course without prior authorization. 
Maintaining Academic Integrity: Students agree that by taking this course all required papers will be subject to submission for textual similarity review to Turnitin.com for the detection of plagiarism.  All submitted papers will be included as source documents in the Turnitin.com reference database solely for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of such papers.  Use of the Turnitin.com service is subject to the terms of use agreement posted on the Turnitin.com site.

Students With Special Needs: In accordance with UCSD policy, arrangements to accommodate disabilities and other special individual needs must be made with Professor Lampland within the first two weeks of the quarter.

Caution:  For any of those laboring under the illusion that multitasking in class is a feasible strategy, let it be known that I do not intend to spend time repeating lectures for those of you whose attention wanders.  It is your responsibility to pay attention and take notes.  I strongly encourage you to ask questions in class and seek me out during my office hours to discuss questions from class. 

WEEKLY ASSIGNMENTS

	On seven occasions during the quarter, students will be required to answer a question related to that week’s readings, and to do so orally in class on Friday.  Students’ answers will demonstrate how well they understood the readings and lectures for that week, and will be assessed accordingly on a scale of 1-5. 

[bookmark: _Hlk209686104]GROUP PROJECT 

	Over the course of the quarter, students will learn about the complex social dynamics that shape knowledge in all its forms, from everyday common sense to advanced scientific research.  The group project has been designed to give students the opportunity to explore crucial social features of knowledge production.  Students may choose from one of four topics, and group membership will be based on students’ individual choices.  Since this is a small class, only three groups (of up to 4 students) will be constituted, leaving one of the topics behind.  
	The four topics are:
1. Learning to cook.
2. Learning a sport.
3. Learning to play a musical instrument.
4. Learning a video game.  
Once the groups have been constituted, students will decide among themselves what possible issues they would like to explore, then each group member chooses one of these possible dimensions or features of learning a skill to study further.  (I’ll give examples in class of various features or dimensions one might consider for these topics.)  On Oct. 24, students will discuss how they decided within the group on features to explore further, and describe which issues will be covered by members of the group.  On Nov. 7, everyone will be required to submit a list of sources they will use to prepare their presentation and discuss in class how they selected these specific sources. (The list of articles and books each student has chosen will be the only assignment to be submitted on paper.)  Groups will present their results in class on December 3 and 5.  Each member of the group will be required to discuss their findings (5-7 minutes), and the grade for presentation will be based on one’s individual performance.   


READINGS AND ASSIGNMENTS

WEEK I	
   Sept. 26 	Overview of course 
   Sept. 29	Marx
		   The German Ideology (selections)
   Oct. 1	Durkheim
		   Elementary Forms of the Religious Life (p. 21-33)
                     Rules of the Sociological Method (p. 50-59)
   Oct. 3	Identify a social fact and explain how it illustrates Durkheim’s idea.  
WEEK II 	
   Oct. 6 	Mannheim
		   “The Sociology of Knowledge”
   Oct. 8	Whorf
		   “The Relation of Habitual Thought and Behavior to Language”
   Oct. 10	Describe a form of knowledge based on social identity or language use.  
WEEK III	
   Oct. 13	Strauss 
		    “Life Styles and Urban Spaces”
   Oct. 15	Becker 
                      “Telling about Society”
   Oct. 17	Draw a personalized map of campus, indicating sites with emotional connotations.  
WEEK IV 	
   Oct. 20	Merton
		   “The Normative Structure of Science”
   Oct. 22	Kuhn
		   “The Essential Tension: Tradition and Innovation in Scientific Research”
 Oct. 24          Discuss how the ways your group will be exploring how skills are acquired. 
WEEK V	 
   Oct. 27	Shapin 
                           “The Invisible Technician”
   Oct. 29	Latour
		   “Visualization and Cognition: Thinking with Eyes and Hands”
   Oct. 31	Provide an example of an invisible technician or inscription.  	
WEEK VI
   Nov. 3 	Knorr-Cetina
 		    “Epistemic Cultures: Forms of Reason in Science”
  Nov. 5	Epstein 
                       “Bodily Differences and Collective Identities” 
  Nov. 7 	Discuss how you selected specific references to use for your analysis.  

WEEK VII	
  Nov. 10 	Hartsock
	“The Feminist Standpoint: Developing the Ground for a Specifically Feminist Historical Materialism”
 Nov. 12	Collins 
		   “Knowledge, Consciousness and the Politics of Empowerment”
 Nov. 14	Make a claim of privileged knowledge based on standpoint theory.   
WEEK VIII 
   Nov. 17	Foucault
		   “Two Lectures” (selections)
		   “Truth and Power” (selections)
   Nov. 19	Nikolas Rose and Peter Miller 
                          “Political Power beyond the State: problematics of government” 
   Nov. 21	Provide an example of a truth claim based on a specific source of knowledge. 	 
WEEK IX
   Nov. 24	Prakash 
 		   “Postcolonial Criticism and Indian Historiography”
   Nov. 26	Mohanty
		   “Under Western Eyes: Feminist Scholarship and Colonial Discourses”
 Thanksgiving 
WEEK X
   Dec. 1	Provide a non-Western (global south) perspective on immigration to the U.S.   
   Dec. 3, 5	Class presentations 
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